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Name: _____________________________________        Class: _______________ 
 

Section A: Maltese History 

 

Question 1. Malta at War: The First World War 

Source A                                                Source B 

A MaltaPost stamp showing the Floriana 

Hospital 

 

Source C  

Malta was asked whether it could provide 
hospital accommodation … Under the 

fostering guidance of Lord Methuen, 
hospitals were springing up like 
mushrooms … Any buildings that could 

house the thousands of beds that were 
arriving would do. Where no building was 

available there would have to be tents … 
On 4th May [1915] the first men began 
arriving at Malta … By the end of May 

there were already some 4,000 cases 
being treated in eight hospitals. 

Attard, J. (1988), Britain and Malta:          

The story of an era, pp. 104-105 

 

 

Already during the war, problems were developing among the population. Due to 
an increasing scarcity of basic supplies, food prices began to rise. With low wages, 

it was hard for the average worker to make ends meet. In 1916 the Imperial 
Government Workers Union was set up and a year later, dockyard workers staged 
a strike in response to a mere 10% wage rise, which was seen as hardly adequate 

to meet a rising cost of living. 

With the end of the war, a general dissatisfaction against the British Imperial 
Administration began to emerge across Malta. As work at the dockyard slowed down 

considerably and the large workforce was no longer required, dockyard workers 
were thus being laid off. The high unemployment rate became a concern for the 
colonial administration and more so to the Maltese.   

Cutajar, A. (2019), Remembering Sette Giugno 1919, pp. 12-13 
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1.1  Look at Source A. What title did Malta earn for its contribution to the war effort?       

      _____________________________________________________________  (1) 

1.2 Why, according to Source B, were ‘hospitals springing up like mushrooms’? 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________  (2) 

1.3  Mark two buildings which were turned into hospitals during the war period.     (2) 

barracks  police stations  chapels  schools  

 

1.4 How were the Maltese involved in the Gallipoli Campaign?  

_________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________  (2) 

1.5  Use Sources A and B to explain what happened when the hospitals reached full 

capacity. 

       _____________________________________________________________  (1) 

1.6 From Source C, mention three problems faced by the Maltese during the First           
World War.  

       ________________________________________________________________ 

      ________________________________________________________________ 

      _____________________________________________________________   (3) 

1.7  Explain why a large workforce was required at the dockyard during the war. 

       ________________________________________________________________ 

       ________________________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________________  (3) 

1.8  Give the name of the riots that took place against the British Administration a 

few months after the war ended. 

      _____________________________________________________________  (1) 

(Total: 15 marks) 
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Question 2. Malta at War: The Second World War 

 

Source D. Cartoon in The Sunday Times of Malta, January 3, 1943 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Source E                                                   Source F. People queuing outside a    
                                                                 Victory Kitchen 

 
 
 

2.1  Use the cartoon in Source D to explain the strategic importance of Malta as an air 

base during the Second World War. 

       ________________________________________________________________ 

      ________________________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________________   (2) 

It was 2.55 p.m. when the alarm was 

sounded … The attackers, approaching 
from the north-east, flew over the 
length of Valletta in unending waves … 

and dived straight into the curtain of 
fire and steel put up by our anti-

aircraft defences to drop their bombs 
on the shipping in the Grand Harbour. 

All was activity where the bombs had 

fallen. Men of the Passive Defence 
Services, policemen, soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, civilians and priests rushed to 

the rescue of those beneath the debris. 

Times of Malta, January 16, 1941 
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2.2.1   What is Source E about? 

          ____________________________________________________________   (2) 

2.2.2   Why was the Grand Harbour area a continuous target for the attackers?  

          _______________________________________________________________ 

          ____________________________________________________________  (2) 

2.2.3  How was the Maltese population living in this area of Malta affected? 

          _______________________________________________________________ 

          ____________________________________________________________  (2) 

2.3    Look at Source F. 

         Why were Victory Kitchens important to the Maltese during the war years? 

         _______________________________________________________________ 

       _______________________________________________________________ 

        ____________________________________________________________  (3) 

2.4  Place these wartime events in chronological order.                                            (4) 

2.4.1 The Santa Marija convoy arrives in the Grand Harbour.  

2.4.2 The Italian air forces launch their first attacks on Malta.  

2.4.3 The Italian fleet surrenders at Malta.  

2.4.4 King George VI honours the Maltese with the George Cross.  

 

 (Total: 15 marks) 

 

Question 3.  

Choose ONE from the following themes and answer in essay form. 

3.1   Explain the economic, political and social consequences of the First World War on Malta. 

3.2  Discuss the strategic importance of Malta for the Allies during the Second World 

War. 

3.3  Account for the way Malta contributed to the war effort during the two World 

Wars. 

(Total: 20 marks) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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Section B: European and International History 
 

 

Question 4. The Cold War  

 

Source G 

4.1 Which European country was divided into 

four zones of occupation after World War 

Two? _____________________________ (1) 

4.2 Which four countries monitored these 

zones of occupation? 

(a) __________________________________  

(b)  _________________________________ 

(c) __________________________________ 

(d) ______________________________   (4) 

 

4.3 In which conference did the ‘Big Three’ take this decision?_______________(2) 

4.4  Mention one other decision taken during this conference.                      

_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ (2) 

4.5.1  In 1949, these four zones of occupation merged into two separate states.           

         How were these states known as?  

         State A:_____________________     State B: _______________________  (2) 

4.5.2  Which political ideology prevailed in these two states? 

         State A: ______________________  State B: _______________________  (2) 

4.5.3  Mention one major difference between these two ideologies. 

 _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  (2) 

(Total: 15 marks) 
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Question 5: The division of Germany 

 
Source H                                                Source I  

                      
 

5.1  Which European city did the wall in the above sources separate in two? 

____________________________________________________________  (1) 

5.2  Why was this wall built? 

_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  (2) 

5.3.1  During a famous speech, a US President said the words “Tear down this wall…”.  

 (a) Who was the President in Source I who said those words? ___________ (1) 

 (b) To whom were they addressed? ________________________________ (1) 

5.3.2  What did the US President imply with the phrase “Tear down this wall…”? 

_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ (2) 

5.4  Explain the events that led to the fall of the wall in 1989. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ (4) 

5.5  What effects did the fall of the wall have on Germany and on the Cold War?  (4) 

 _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

(Total: 15 marks) 
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Question 6.  

 

Choose ONE from the following themes and answer in essay form. 

 

6.1 "The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union after World War      

        Two was inevitable”. Assess the validity of this statement. 
 

6.2  Describe what happened during the Berlin Blockade and how the Western Allies 

responded to it.                   

 

6.3  “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an Iron Curtain has 

descended across the Continent.” What did Winston Churchill mean by the 

phrase "Iron Curtain" and what did this Iron Curtain mean in practice? 

 

(Total: 20 marks) 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 


